
English 11: American Literature 

Course Syllabus 2021-2022 

Mr. Calvin Skelton (Calvin.Skelton@hcps.org) 
Course Description   
This course uses traditional and contemporary American fiction and non-fiction as content for 

teaching close reading, critical thinking and writing skills, deepening students’ awareness of 

rhetoric and how language works.  Through close reading activities and frequent writing, 

students will develop their ability to work with language and text with a greater awareness of 

purpose and strategy, while strengthening their own composing skills. 

Goals for Student Learning   

All instruction is aligned to meet Common Core Standards.  These standards reflect reading 

literature, reading informational texts, writing and speaking/listening.  The CCR anchor 

standards and high school grade-specific standards, “work in tandem to define college and 

career readiness expectations – the former providing broad standards, the latter providing 

broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity” (www.corestandards.org). 

Textbook and Materials   

Students are required to have a ½” or 1” three-ring binder or section of an A day or B day 
binder dedicated to English, notebook paper, a composition notebook and pens/pencils. Also, 
please have a marble composition book (to be kept in class). The students will use textbooks in 
class and in each quarter will be given a novel or play.  These materials MUST be with the 
student EVERY DAY in class. 

Course Outline 

Students will write a full process paper and read at least one novel/play and several poems/ 
short stories/ essays in each quarter. 

Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is taking responsibility for the quality and completion of one's own work.  
Academic dishonesty is taking someone else’s work and claiming it as one’s own.  Students at 
Bel Air High School are responsible for knowing what is considered to be Academic Dishonesty 
and the subsequent consequences.  More information can be found in the BAHS Student 
Planner. 
 

Absence Assignment Policy 
All assignments should be submitted on time. Students will be given the number of class 
periods equal to the number of lawful class periods absent to turn in completed make up 
assignments without penalty. 
If a student is unlawfully absent, timely late work will be accepted, with a penalty of one letter 
grade. The timeframe is at the discretion of the teacher (see below). 
 
Late Assignment Policy 
If a student submits an assignment late (past the due date) within the timeframe noted below, 
the assignment will be accepted and will receive a letter grade penalty off the assessed value. 

In English class, the designated timeframe may encompass a collection of stories, 
poems, etc. OR a book of substantial length within a unit. If the assignment has already been 

http://www.corestandards.org/


graded and returned to students, the late work must be completed in the presence of a 
teacher, counselor, or administrator at a scheduled time. The teacher reserves the right to 
provide an alternative, equitable assignment as they see fit. 

 
HCPS Grading Policy 

PRODUCT (50%) 
Culminating Demonstration 

of Knowledge 

PROCESS (30%) 
Addressing Specific  

Short-Term 
Learning Outcomes 

PRACTICE (20%) 
Building Attitudes,  
Habits, and Skills 

Does it measure how well 
students achieved specific 
learning goals, standards, and/or 
competencies? 

Does it provide feedback to 
students regarding growth 
towards the attainment of 
specific learning goals, standards 
and competencies? 

Does it allow students to 
practice skills and/or reinforce 
content learning? 

• Primarily completed in 
presence of teacher 

• Rubric aligned to standards 

• Accuracy graded 

• Primarily completed in 
presence of teacher 

• Rubric aligned to standards 

• Accuracy graded 

• Graded for completion and 
participation 

**Extra credit will not be given for non-academic purposes** 

 

Absent Work Policy 

All assignments should be submitted on time. Students will be given the number of class periods 

equal to the number of lawful class periods absent to turn in completed make up assignments 

without penalty. 

Late Work Policy 

All assignments should be submitted on time in order to earn full credit. Any assignment, 

(product, process, or practice) will be allowed to be turned in late for one letter grade deduction 

from the grade a student earns on the assignment. In order to earn credit for late assignments, 

students must submit assignments by the end of the day on Wednesday (except for the last week 

of the quarter) following the designated HAC update. Students are only able to submit 

assignments that have an established due date within the grading window before the designated 

HAC update. Assignment that are turned in for late credit will be identified by a footnote in HAC 

to include a statement about the deduction of a letter grade due to the lateness of the assignment. 

Grading Window Designated HAC Update Late Work Due Date 

September 8- September 24 September 24 September 29 

September 27- October 13 October 13 October 20 

October 14- October 29 October 29 November 5 (Friday) 

November 8- November 19 November 19 November 24 

November 22- December 10 December 10 December 15 

December 13- January 13 January 13 January 21 (Friday) 

January 24- February 11 February 11 February 16 

February 14- February 25 February 25 March 2 

February 28- March 11 March 11 March 16 

March 14- March 25 March 25 March 31 (Thursday) 

April 1- April 22 April 22 April 27 

April 25- May 6 May 6 May 11 

May 11- May 20 May 20 May 25  

 



 

Cell Phone Policy 

Students will place their electronic devices (including, but not limited to, cell phones, listening 

devices, smart watches, laptops, and iPads), either on silent or off, in a teacher designated area as 

they enter each classroom. Teachers will review with students the specific location for each 

room. The devices will remain in the teacher designated areas unless teachers explicitly tell 

students to use them as a part of classroom instruction. 

• Devices will remain in the teacher designated area during bathroom visits.  

• Devices will be retrieved from the teacher designated area at the end of the class at the     

            direction of the teacher.  

• School-appropriate cellphone use is permitted during class changes and lunch. Students    

            are not permitted to make phone calls during school hours.  

• Students will NOT be permitted to carry their electronic devices in a book bag throughout  

            the school day. 

 

If the electronic device policy is violated, the student shall then be subject to disciplinary action 

up to, and including, confiscation of the device as well as an office referral. 

 


